
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 4 

 

Citations: Organizing citations in 

writing 
 
 

By the end of this learning unit you 
will be able to 

 

 cite sources with the intended focus 

on the information or the author 

 order citations appropriately 

depending on topic and purpose 
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When you cite the work of other 

authors in your writing, you may 

choose to focus either on… 

 

(i) the information provided by 

that author(information 

prominent) 

OR 

(ii) the author him or herself 

(author prominent) 

 
Information prominent citations are commonly 

used to signal the beginning of literature review, 

where the citations refer to research in general 

area of your study. As the literature review 

continues, the citations refer to studies more 

closely related to your own, making author 

focus citations more common



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(i) Information Prominent Citation  

 

 

In an information prominent citation, 

the information is given primary importance. 

The author’s name(s) and date of publication 

are parenthetically included at the end of the 

sentence. For example: 
 
 
 
 

In most deserts of the world, transitions 

between topographic elements are abrupt 

(Smith, 1968) 



 
 
 
 
 

(ii) Author Prominent Citation 

 

 

In an author prominent citation, the 

author’s name is given more emphasis. 

The author’s name serves as the subject 

of the sentence, followed by the date in 

parentheses, and then by the 

information. For example: 

 
 

Example 

Leopold (1921) listed foods, but gave no 

quantitative data.   

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Citations can also be ordered... 

 

(i) from those most distantly related (not 

very similar) to those most closely 

related (almost the same topic) to your 

study. 

 

(ii) in chronological order (organized 

based on point in time e.g. Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, … etc.)  

 

(iii) according to the different approaches 

to the research problem taken by 

different authors. The citations within 

each approach can then be ordered 

chronologically or from general to 

specific 
 

  



 
 
 

(i) Citations ordered from distant to close 
 

Study the following example: 
 

Little literature has been published on subsurface 

irrigation and fertilization through line emitters. Earl 

and Jury (1997), Keng et al (2003) and Jones, Wallace, 

and Brown (2000) have examined water movement 

patterns and root development associated trickle 

irrigation but in all cases emitters have been placed at 

or near the soil surface. Williams and Hanson (2006) 

placed perforated plastic tubing 25 to 30 cm below 

cotton rows and over a three year period were able to 

achieve a 10% yield increase when compared to flood 

irrigation. Phene (2001) described the use of line 

emitters for high frequency irrigation of sweet corn. 

Yield was 10% higher than obtained with sprinkler 

irrigation with the use of 50% less water. Mitchell et 

al (2002) irrigated field corn with perforated plastic 

tubing. Over a three year period yields with 

subsurface irrigation averaged 68% more than the 

non-irrigated control plots. 



 
 
 
 

 

(ii) Citations ordered in chronological order 
 

Study the following example: 
 

The conception of teaching as institutional leadership was 

first proposed by Waller (1932) who paid explicit attention to 

the organization of schools and the roles of teacher and 

student as defined by the organization. Recent literature on 

teacher leadership has not really followed Waller’s approach 

of considering the roles of teachers and students in school 

organizations but has more closely resembled what Waller 

referred to as ‘personal leadership’. 

 

The literature on classroom leadership has also suffered from 

problems other than the tendency to deal with personal 

leadership.  There has been a great deal of conceptual 

confusion about the dimensions of teacher behaviour to be 

examined. Different investigations have used a wide variety of 

variables such authoritarian-democratic (Lewin, Lippet & 

White, 1939), dominant-integrative (Anderson, 1943), 

initiating structure-consideration (Hemphill, 1957), 

directness-warmth (Dunki & Biddle, 1974), task oriented-

supportive (Cruikshank, 1976), and teacher structuring-praise 

(Soar & Soar, 1976). 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

(iii) Citations ordered according to the different 

approaches. 

 

Study the following example: 

 
 The economic literature which discusses mobility and 
makes some attempt at measurement broadly falls 
into two categories. In the first, elementary statistical 
techniques and indices such as rank correlation 
coefficient are used to evaluate the changes in relative 
positions (Allan, Ernest, & Ginnis, 2002; Strake, & 
Saunders, 1998; Wold et al., 2004). In the second 
category, measures of mobility are a by-product of 
simple stochastic specifications of changes over time 
(Compton, 1990; Singh, 2000; Yang, Yii, & Lee, 1995 


