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Learning Objectives:  

To be able to: 

ÅMake the connection of the cultural interaction of 

the past  (pre-colonial and colonial Malaysia) with the 

film culture established in the 20 th  century.  

 

ÅCapture the features of pre -cinematic culture . 

 

ÅExplain the influences of socio -cultural past  to the 

present filmmaking scene in Malaysia.  



PRE-COLONIAL MALAYSIA:  

THE GOLDEN AGE OF MELAKA  



Cultural Interaction  

ÅThe dominant cultural flow was from India . 

 

ÅThe adoption of Hinduism/ Buddhism as religious 

practices and as models for the conceptualization of 

kingship  and the relation of the ruler to the ruled.  

 



RAMAYANA ð STORY TIME!  



The Arrival of Islam  

ÅThe arrival of Islam changed the region 

profoundly and its impact started to be felt from 

about 11 th  and 12 th  century.  

 

ÅMelaka became the regionõs most powerful trading 

and cultural center  at a time when Islam was 

making a major impact in the region also contributes 

to its pivotal role in Malay consciousness.  

 

 



Inclusion of Narrative in the Cultures  

ÅThose narrative (stories) were reworked, performed 

and written for a long period of time.  

 

Examples  

Shadow-play/ 
wayang  version  

Professional 
story -teller 

version  

Written version: 
Hikayat  Seri Rama 

(The Story of 
Rama) 



Wayang  

ÅThe Tuah /Jebat  story was performed by storytellers 

and also by dalang  in the Wayang. 

 

Å Its primary stories were derived from local 

versions of the Indian epics . 

 

ÅThe Wayang ôtechnologyõ ð screen, leather puppets, 

light source, commentary, music ð arrived in the 

Archipelago from South India.  

 



Interaction of Cultures  

ÅThe elements employed in Wayang indicate 

the intense localisation  of Rama stories.  
 

ÅTwo distinct audiences:  

ïVisible audience  

ïReal audience ð the inhabitant of the spiritual 

world  
 

ÅDalang  = director?  
 



COLONIAL MALAYSIA  



Cultural Development during  

Pre-Colonial Malaya  

ÅPre-colonial Malaya is a complex history of 

economic, social, political, and cultural interactions, 

strongly influenced by a number of waves of 

temporary and permanent migration . 

 



Colonial Malaysia:  

The influx of Migrant Workers  

Å Malaysia (previously known as Malaya) was the colony of the 

Portuguese, Dutch and British.  

 

Å It was the British that had brought substantial change  to 

Malaya which includes socio -political and economics aspects.  

 

Å Malaysia  is the name granted to Malaya upon its combination 

with Singapore and two other Northern Borneo states namely 

Sabah and Sarawak in 1963.  

 

Å Singapore dispatched from Malaysia and formed its self -

governed state two years later.  

 



Divide and Rule!  

Å The disparity in the economy was perceived mainly 

along the ethnic line , particularly between the òpooró 

indigenous Malay and the òaffluentó immigrant Chinese. 

Malay  

 

Indian  

 

Chinese  

 

Tap  rubber in the Estates  

Work in the Britishõs tin mines 

Involve  in paddy plantation  

What Was The Highest Paid Job?  



The Optical Illusion  

ÅIt is òan optical illusionó, argues James Puthucheary  

(1959: p. 122) by seeing the Chinese as the exploitative 

capitalists who dominated the economy of Malaya. In 

fact, òit is really European capital that dominates 

Malayaõs economyó. 

 



Nationalist Movement?  

ÅFor those then permanent migrants, nationalism 

and national culture were concerns that related 

solely to their ômother countriesõ and not to the 

place they were living.  

 

ÅMalay nationalist interests were inhabited by the 

kerajaan  political system in which loyalties were 

localised  and enforced. 

 


